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A degree in social work can help you obtain a meaningful, rewarding job as a professional social worker. To work as a direct-services social worker, you'll need at least a bachelor's degree in social work. Clinical social work positions, such as psychotherapists and hospital social workers, require a master's degree or higher in social work. Although
electives often vary by school and program, both undergraduate and graduate degree programs usually offer many of the same core courses. Most schools of social work require that students take at least one social welfare course. Social welfare classes focus on social work services over the course of history or in certain contexts, such as social
welfare in specific countries, social welfare and multiculturalism or social welfare and values. These classes teach students how to think critically about issues related to social welfare and the role social workers play in the delivery of social welfare services. Some schools of social work also offer a specialization in social welfare. All social workers
need to be familiar with the way the legislative and judicial processes affect their work and the lives of their clients. Social policy courses analyze the effects of the legal system on society and the delivery of social work services. They also teach students to examine the impact of economic, political and social values and factors on the development and
implementation of social policy. Most social policy classes analyze a variety of public programs, such as public assistance and food stamps, and include study of social issues like poverty and homelessness. Social work research courses focus on the way social workers conduct and use research to support their practices. The courses provide training in
critical evaluation of research and the research methods used by social workers. Undergraduate social work research courses usually focus on theory and methodology, while graduate social work research courses may provide hands-on research opportunities in specific fields or topics, or offer advanced training on statistical analysis programs. Some
master's and doctoral social work programs also offer opportunities to conduct independent research. Social workers learn to look at they way the environment affects human behavior, adopting what is known as the "person-in-environment" perspective. Human behavior courses examine the way the social environment impacts people's actions and
their interactions with each other over the course of their lives. Human behavior courses may focus on growth, development and learning, and the effect that the environment has on these processes. They also teach social work students multidisciplinary ways of looking at their clients, usually incorporating biological, social, psychological and
sociological perspectives. Social workers earned a median annual salary of $47,460 in 2016, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. On the low end, social workers earned a 25th percentile salary of $36,790, meaning 75 percent earned more than this amount. The 75th percentile salary is $60,790, meaning 25 percent earn more. In 2016,
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