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By Andrew Aarons There’s something to be said for reading the classics in their native tongue: Marquez in Spanish, Kundera in Czech or Tolstoy in Russian. Well, with the Kindle, you can read electronic books in a variety of languages -- including Russian, according to Amazon, the manufacturer of the
Kindle and the distributor of its e-books. Before long, you’ll be appreciating Dostoyevsky all over again. Check if your Kindle supports Russian out of the box. Newer Kindles, including the Kindle Fire and other tablet-like devices, have built-in Russian language support for Russian e-books. Earlier Kindle
versions, including the PaperWhite, can display Russian after a system update to newer software. If you have an earlier version of Kindle, proceed to Step Two to update your software. Unlock your Kindle and then press the menu button and choose “Settings,” “Menu” and “Device Info.” Look at the
information beside “Firmware Version.” You need to run version 5.1 or later to have Russian support. If you are running an older version than 5.1, download version 5.1.0 from Amazon (see Resources) by right-clicking the file and downloading the file to your desktop. Connect your Kindle using the
provided USB cable and drag the file from your desktop to the root folder of the Kindle -- not into one of its subfolders. Disconnect the USB cable from the Kindle and then press the “Menu” button and choose “Settings,” “Menu” and “Update Your Kindle.” The Kindle will install the new device firmware,
which includes support for displaying Cyrillic documents. After version 5.1, you can update to version 5.3.2.1 by repeating Steps Two and Three. Press the menu button and then choose “Settings.” Scroll through the menu until you see “Device Language” and then scroll down through the list until you see
“Russian.” Press the “OK” button to select the language and change the Kindle’s native language to Russian. If you don’t see this option, then your version of the Kindle doesn’t support Russian in the menus but will still support Cyrillic documents automatically. When browsing the “Books” menu, tap
“Settings” and “Language” to view only Russian-language books. Instructables is a community for people who like to make things. Come explore, share, and make your next project with us!Instructables is a community for people who like to make things. Come explore, share, and make your next project
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next project with us! Editor’s note: Contributing Editor RaeJean Stokes is traveling around the former U.S.S.R. this holiday season and reporting back to us with occasional missives about life on the other side of what was once the Iron Curtain. As a kid, I was scared of languages with weird alphabets like
Russian. But the more I learn about Russian, the more I like it. It’s a beautiful but frighteningly complex language. For example, the preposition you choose to use with the word “kitchen” indicates your social class. Traditionally it’s “na,” a word used to mean “on,” but in this case reserved for a place you
create something. If you chose to say “v” or “in,” however, that means that you don’t actually do the cooking and can afford to have someone else do it for you. Another example: There is also no word order in Russian. How you form a sentence is an art that takes years to perfect. While discoveries like
this are rewarding, other aspects of language learning are frustrating, the single-best example being the all-too-common misconception that because you don’t speak the language fluently you must be operating at less than full mental capacity. While some people are indeed very patient and encouraging,
being told how to eat or congratulated for pushing the “power” button (which is labeled in ENGLISH) on the microwave can get a bit tiring. But if anything, this also proves how enlightening travel can be. How many times have you heard “stupid foreigner” muttered in the U.S.? Now that I’m a “stupid
foreigner” again, I can better relate with the bumbling, seemingly confused non-English speakers in our country. They’re not stupid—they just don’t know the right words to say, let alone how to properly conjugate them. We hand-pick everything we recommend and select items through testing and reviews.
Some products are sent to us free of charge with no incentive to offer a favorable review. We offer our unbiased opinions and do not accept compensation to review products. All items are in stock and prices are accurate at the time of publication. If you buy something through our links, we may earn a
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