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Shutterstock	Playboy	has	announced	that	it	is	closing	its	flagship	magazine	for	the	rest	of	2020.	It	seems	unlikely,	given	the	wording	of	the	ad	and	the	condition	of	the	print	magazine,	that	it	will	ever	return.	It’s	not	a	surprise,	exactly:	its	circulation	and	advertising	tilted	long	ago,	accelerating	like	the	images	of	Nudie	for	which	it	was	celebrated
everywhere	for	free.	Hugh	Marston	Hefner,	its	founder/editor/Latter-day	Reality	Reality	Side,	the	star/enthusiastic	salon,	died	in	2017,	as	his	faded	empire	contracted	around	him,	and	you	get	the	feeling	that	the	magazine	stayed	in	part	because	nobody	wanted	anyone	to	want	to	survive.	Go.	That.	Hard	to	imagine	now,	but	Playboy	once	felt	to	the
thoughtful	and	modern	future.	Founded	in	1953,	it	was	a	major	force	in	loosening	anti-obscenity	laws	with	respect	to	the	press.	In	the	early	1960s,	it	was	a	great	success,	soon	expanded	to	open	its	namesake	clubs	around	the	world.	He	also	moved	to	television	with	the	Playboy	penthouse	(later	Playboy	after	Dark),	a	last-minute	talk	show	from	the
classes	starring	HEFNET	and	a	variety	of	celebrity	guests.	The	magazine	reached	its	peak	in	the	early	1970s	at	a	circulation,	impressive	to	see	now,	of	5.6	million	copies	per	month.	The	magazine’s	licensing	operation	since	then	has	put	the	Rabbit	firm’s	logo	on	cocktail	cups,	clothing,	car	accessories	and	much	more.	Also,	of	course,	online	porn.	Men
(and	some	women)	who	bought	the	magazine	for	the	articles,	even	though	the	central	configuration	and	its	associated	pictorials	were,	of	course,	the	main	draw.	The	articles	were,	in	fact,	quite	good,	even	if	Playboy	tended	to	pay	extremely	well	for	second	level	writing.	level.	Top-notch	talents.	(The	Simpsons	once	showed	a	parody	of	the	magazine,
called	âPlayDude,	â	wearing	the	Updiki	cover	line	on	the	martini.)	But	that’s	also	a	bit	unfair:	Playboy	posted	a	good	work	by	Ursula	K.	Le	Guin,	Joyce	Carol	Oates,	and	James	Baldwin.	In	that	part	of	the	craft	making	of	the	magazine,	Playboy	was	often	excellent.	Their	lifestyle	coverage,	all	the	cocktail	stuff	and	a	great	stereo,	could	be	delicious	too.	Of
course,	that	wasn’t	her	reason	to	be,	and	it’s	hard	to	pick	a	truly	feminist	case	for	Playboy.	“The	Playboy	Philosophy”,	a	series	of	reflections	published	by	Hefner	that	broadly	expressed	his	worldview,	argued	that	the	shake	of	Puritan	and	Victorian	prudence	was	good	for	women,	good	for	the	world,	and	all	good	for	our	mental	health.	That	their	version
of	this	liberation	was	defined	primarily	by	men,	highly	objective	and	fundamentally	biased	in	their	power	dynamics,	the	same	epitome	of	the	male	gaze,	well,	the	FER	Basically	shrugged	his	shoulders,	saying	that	women	should	go.	up	and	go	to	men	with	men.	Donald	Trump,	in	1990,	smiling	from	his	cover,	appeared	in	a	story	he,	of	course,	loved.	A
generation	later,	a	Playboy	model,	Karen	McDougal,	started	an	affair	with	him	after	a	recording	of	the	apprentice	that	took	place	at	Playboy’s	mansion,	and	the	cover-up	of	his	rewards	semi-directly	led	to	his	indictment.	Playboy	made,	decisively,	women	present	as	desirous	creatures,	not	just	passive	sex	objects,	and	argued	for	legalized	abortion	and
the	rejection	of	sex	work.	But	its	cover,	for	60	years,	led	to	the	words	entertainment	for	men,	and	that’s	mostly	what	it	was.	His	last	days	were,	for	the	most	part,	not	the	best.	Hefner’s	daughter,	Christie,	took	over	1988,	directing	the	ending	of	the	business	for	two	decades	and	saving	it	from	the	break.	In	the	magazine	itself,	the	1990s	and	beyond



brought	disturbing	degrees	of	airbrushing	and	surgical	folds	to	its	golden.	golden	illumination.	that	started	to	look	like	they	had	been	molded	out	of	some	kind	of	creamy	and	porenta	vinyl.	A	couple	of	books,	all	the	books	about	the	events	at	Hefner’s	Playboy	mansion	left	the	feeling	that	it	wasn’t	a	very	happy	place,	and	one	where	terrible	things	could
happen.	As	the	magazine	became	unsustainable	in	2010,	a	brief	attempt	to	get	new	attention	by	removing	her	nude	photo	only	sped	up	the	pace;	The	complete	front	was	returned	a	year	or	so,	but	that	didn’t	do	much,	although	the	photography	became	much	better	in	this	last	period.	It	went	to	a	quarterly	publication	before	today’s	publication.
Needless	to	say,	Playboy,	the	brand,	will	continue.	It	is	a	very	large	adult	entertainment	business	online.	The	magazine’s	best	standing	feature,	the	Playboy	interview,	remains	pretty	well,	even	in	its	seventh	decade.	(I	recommend	you	start	with	the	February	1975,	with	Mel	Brooks.	According	to	the	announcement,	the	interview	will	continue	to	be
posted	online).	And	it’s	still	a	name	and	a	tag	that	means	something	to	a	lot	of	people,	and	that’s	worth	money,	because	Playboy	is	still	a	great	licensing	operation.	The	t-shirts	of	Bebe	Bunny	Spangled,	ubiquitous	in	the	boutiques	of	Los	Angeles,	pay	pretty	well.	Daily	news	about	the	politics,	companies	and	technology	that	make	up	our	world.	world.
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