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Ancient	bristlecone	pine	forest	visitor	center

866-864-6444	Ask	a	question	at	the	Concierge	FAQ	Get	a	Brochure	Return	Home	High	on	the	ridges	swept	from	the	winds	in	the	White	Mountains	to	the	east	of	the	Bishop,	live	the	oldest	trees	in	the	world	known	-	the	ancient	Septlecon	pines.	Some	of	these	trees	were	growing	when	the	Egyptians	built	the	pyramids	over	four	thousand	years	ago.
These	trees	that	botanists	call	Pinus	longaeva	(long-lasting	pine)	are	protected	for	public	enjoyment	and	their	great	value	for	science.	We	invite	you	to	carefully	explore	their	home,	a	special	botanical	area	in	the	Inyo	National	Forest.	The	Bristlecone	Pine	Forest	Visitor	Center	is	usually	open	at	the	end	of	May	until	the	end	of	October.	The	center	is	the
focal	point	for	the	oldest	living	trees	in	the	world,	the	Bristlecone	Pines.	The	interpreting	center	has	exhibitions,	a	sales	area	of	natural	history,	self-guided	interpretive	paths	and	rangers	in	service.	From	mid-June	until	Labor	Day,	daily	interpreting	talks	and	natural	history	lessons	are	presented	at	the	Visitor	Centre.	The	area	also	has	bathrooms,
picnic	tables,	hiking	trails	and	a	nearby	campsite.	The	Bristlecone	Pine	Forest	is	located	at	10,000	feet,	so	visitors	are	invited	to	be	prepared	for	any	weather	and	to	bring	their	water.	Solar	protection	and	hat	is	also	recommended.	Beyond	Schulman	Grove	is	Patriarch	Grove.	This	second	grove	is	a	12	miles	north	of	Schulman	Grove	on	a	good	quality
dirt	road.	Close	to	the	tree	line,	the	grove	is	the	seat	of	the	world's	largest	pine,	Patriarch	Tree.	Its	splendid	distance	and	appearance	of	the	lunar	landscape	gives	Patriarch	Grove	a	surreal	atmosphere.	The	Bristlecone	pines	and	wood	pines	dot	the	area	with	a	view	of	the	Grande	Bacino	in	Nevada.	Patriarch	Grove	is	a	preferred	place	for	resumption
andearly	in	the	morning.	Tables,	bathrooms	(hygienic),	and	a	natural	path	are	available.	A	visit	to	Schulman	Grove	and	Patriarch	Grove	is	possible	on	the	same	day	if	you	can	get	an	early	start.	Schulman	Schulmanis	a	project	site	to	demonstrate	recreation	fees.	The	taxes	collected	are	used	to	open	the	visitor	center	first	in	spring	and	then	in	autumn,
provide	seven	days	of	staff,	and	extended	hours.	The	cost	is	$2.00	per	adult	at	a	maximum	of	$5.00	per	vehicle;	Children	under	18	are	free.	Golden	Eagle,	Golden	Age	and	Access	Pass	are	accepted.	The	rates	are	collected	at	the	visitor	centre	during	the	hours	of	operation	or	in	a	self-service	pay	pipe	near	the	parking	lot.	The	Schulman	Grove	site
includes	picnic	areas,	baths,	outdoor	exposures	and	two	self-guided	nature	trails.	Open	every	day	from	Memorial	Day	until	October,	time	allowing.	The	driving	time	from	Big	Pine	to	Schulman	Grove	is	about	45	minutes	on	asphalted	roads.	Take	HWY	168	east	12	miles	from	Big	Pine	to	White	Mountain	Road.	Turn	left	and	drive	ten	miles	to	the
Schulman	Grove	Visitor	Center.	The	Bristlecone	Pines	can	be	seen	from	the	parking	lot	of	the	visitor	centre	and	along	three	nature	trails.	Shulman	Grove	Visitors	Center	White	Mountain	Ranger	Station	798	N.	Main	St.	Bishop,	CA	93514	760-873-2500	Special	Offer	Why	waste	your	time	standing	in	a	line,	when	you	can	rent	your	Mammoth	ski	rental
online!	You	can	save	$8.00	per	day	on	other	sports	shops,	and	you	want	you	to	do	it!	Mammoth	Mountain	Ski	rental	Special	offers	There	is	no	reason	why	you	should	have	a	"green	shag"	holiday	rental.	Pull	it	on	a	notch.	Take	a	look	at	the	Mammoth	Luxury	Rentals	Bristlecone	Pine	along	the	Discovery	TrailHike	among	some	of	the	oldest	trees	in	the
world	on	two	interesting	trails	that	cross	the	ancient	forest	of	Bristlecone	Pine	at	Schulman	Grove,	at	the	top	of	the	White	Mountains.	View	Trail	Detail/Full	Description	The	Methuselah	walk	is	a	4-mile	course	in	the	section	of	the	Ancient	Pine	Forest	of	Bristlecone	of	the	White	Mountains,	where	thecan	escape	the	heat	of	the	floor	of	the	valley	of
Owenns	to	walk	through	the	oldest	known	living	forest	—	and	the	oldest	living	trees	in	the	world.	even	if	the	prospect	of	excursions	near	the	trees	that	are	over	5,000	5,000old	man	doesn't	turn	you	on	(and	come	on,	why	wouldn't	he?)	the	excursion	itself	is	an	exceptional	taste	of	the	landscape	of	the	forest	of	pine	trees	at	high	altitude	in	the	white
mountains.	You	will	pass	a	community	of	plants	that	has	carved	a	fragment	of	existence	and	has	resisted	the	test	of	time	in	an	incredibly	harsh	climate	and	extremely	difficult	growth	conditions.	Start	at	the	visitor	centre	of	the	Ancient	Forest	of	Bristlecone	Pine,	which	offers	a	lot	of	information	about	the	region	and	the	plants	and	animals	that	you
might	encounter	on	your	excursion.	Once	you're	all	provided	with	information,	head	to	the	circular	parking	lot	and	look	for	the	Methuselah	Walk	signposted	path.	One	thing	to	note	about	this	route:	even	if	it	is	not	terribly	difficult	or	technically	challenging,	you	will	be	hiking	around	and	over	10,000	feet	of	elevation,	so	expect	this	hike	to	potentially	be
a	bit	slower	than	you	would	expect	at	sea	level.	You	should	also	be	prepared	for	large	temperature	fluctuations	and	definitely	crush	on	the	sunscreen.	For	further	interpretations,	leave	a	dollar	and	collect	one	of	the	printed	brochures	/	maps	for	this	route.	It	will	show	some	interesting	features	along	the	route,	as	well	as	provide	a	greater
understanding	of	the	forest	of	setlecone	pines	as	a	whole.	It	will	begin	with	a	slight	drop	of	elevation	while	immersing	in	the	upper	drainage	of	the	Birch	Creek	South	Fork.	At	about	0.2	mile,	keep	right	with	the	closure	of	the	cycle	to	walk	the	excursion	in	an	anti-clockwise	way.	Here,	you	will	notice	the	forest	on	this	slope	north	is	a	little	thicker	than	it
is	on	the	south-facing	side	of	the	hill	north	of	Birch	Creek.	Although	these	trees	receive	less	sunlight,	the	snow	lasts	much	longer	on	the	slopes	in	the	north,	which	means	that	seplecons	have	a	longer	opportunity	to	absorbThe	White	Mountains	are	a	deserted	mountain	range,	and	the	forests	here	on	average	between	10	to	12	inches	of	rainfall	per	year.
For	comparison,	the	Sierra	SierraJust	west	through	the	Owens	valley,	it	can	get	between	20	and	80	inches	depending	on	location	and	height.	At	0.5	mile,	you	reach	the	highest	point	of	this	cycle	path,	as	well	as	the	first	of	several	rest	benches	available	along	the	route.	This	is	a	great	place	to	immerse	yourself	in	the	views,	as	well	as	appreciate	just
how	sturdy	these	trees	can	be.	The	Bristlecone	pines	are	one	of	the	few	plants	that	can	grow	in	this	very	alkaline	and	nutritious-povera	soil,	which	is	why	you	will	often	find	them	growing	where	there	is	nothing	else	that	grows	nearby.	While	the	path	turns	south,	you	will	have	a	spectacular	view	of	the	ragged	valleys	to	the	east,	and	stay	straight	at	0.8
mile	at	the	junction	with	the	Cabin	Trail	to	stay	on	the	Methuselah	Walk.	Here,	you	can	see	some	of	the	roots	of	the	seplecons	that	extend	and	through	the	path	here.	Despite	potential	growth	to	show	huge	frozen	trunks,	seplecons	root	systems	are	surprisingly	little	deep.	After	sprouting,	the	seedlings	quickly	transmit	lateral	roots	near	the	surface	of
the	soil,	but	never	the	deep	root	many	other	plants	use	in	dry	environments.	Some	roots	can	reach	up	to	50	feet	from	the	main	trunk,	and	can	be	fragile	—	so	please	stay	on	the	path	to	avoid	accidentally	damaging	these	plants.	At	1.4	miles,	the	path	turns	east	and	continues	to	rise	to	altitude.	The	lower	slopes	and	south-easting	here	mean	that	you	will
be	hiking	out	of	the	subalpine	area	and	in	a	transition	area	where	different	plant	communities	thrive.	Here,	you	will	notice	less	septics	and	pines	of	wood	and	more	mountain	toothbrush	and	mountain	mahogany.	With	the	sign	of	2.1	mile,	the	path	makes	a	sharp	return	to	the	south-west,	where	it	continues	to	descend.	However,	now	you	will	be	on	a
slope	north,	which	means	cooler	temperatures	and	better	homes	for	seplecons	again.	A2.3	miles,	you	walk	in	an	area	called	Sculpture	Garden.	Here,	extreme	weather	conditions,	wind,	and	andhave	carved	these	seplecons	in	slow	growth	in	impossible	forms.	Many	of	the	trees	here	are	several	thousand	years,	so	take	your	time	and	enjoy	these	unique
and	beautiful	plants.	Just	beyond	the	Sculpture	Garden,	about	2.4	miles,	you	will	enter	the	Methuselah	Grove.	It	was	in	this	position	in	1957,	where	Dr.	Edmund	Schulman	took	a	sample	from	one	of	the	seplecons	nearby	while	researching	climate	records	in	the	tree	rings.	Back	to	the	field,	while	inspecting	the	sample	under	a	microscope,	he	exclaimed
“We	have	a	tree	of	4,000-plus!”	That	tree,	known	as	Methuselah,	was	eventually	dated	to	be	more	than	4,800	years	with	a	germination	date	of	2833	BC!	It	is	still	somewhere	in	this	grove,	although	its	exact	location	is	not	available	to	the	general	public.	Part	of	the	charm	of	walking	through	the	grove,	honestly,	is	not	really	knowing	which	is	Methuselah
—	with	the	seplecons,	the	bigger	does	not	always	mean	older,	so	while	you	can	locate	a	fiery	and	dense	specimen,	the	runt	down	the	path	can	actually	be	hundreds	of	years	older.	For	many	years,	Methuselah	was	the	oldest	non-clonal	living	organism.	A	researcher	accidentally	cut	an	even	older	seplecon	in	Nevada	in	1964,	but	in	2012	another
seplexone	pine	near	the	Methuselah	Grove	was	discovered	with	a	germination	date	of	3050	BC.	It	is	impossible	to	walk	through	this	place	and	not	feel	like	an	infinitesimal	spear	on	the	temporal	line	of	the	universe.	Pull	in	that	feeling.	It's	good	for	you.	The	trail	hits	its	lowest	elevation	point	at	2.75	miles,	and	then	closes	the	cycle	at	2.9	miles.	Tags:
Bristlecone	Pines,	Inyo	National	Forest,	methuselah	tree,	Schulman	Grove,	White	Mountains	Know	Before	You	Go•	Please	be	considerate	of	the	principles	of	Leave	no	Trace	to	help	maintain	this	wild	and	beautiful	place.•	You	will	be	exploring	more	than	11,000therefore	it	is	important	to	be	aware	of	the	possibility	of	altitude	disease.•	The	nearest
source	of	food,	waterfuel	is	big	pine,	about	an	hour	away.	so	you	prepare	to	be	self-sufficient.•	Bikes	are	not	allowed	on	the	path	paths.•	The	nearest	campsite	is	Grandview	Campground.•	There	is	no	mobile	service	here,	so	do	not	rely	on	the	phone	for	navigation	or	communication.	•	during	the	winter	months,	it	may	not	be	possible	to	visit	due	to
snow	and	road	closures.	click	here	to	check	the	current	conditions.•	Seplecone	trees	are	beautiful,	but	do	not	offer	much	shadow	along	the	paths.	to	bring	appropriate	solar	protection.•	Depending	on	time	and	season,	temperatures	can	fluctuate.	so	layer	accordingly.•	plan	for	45	minutes	to	drive	the	white	road	wrapped	in	schulman	grove	by	big
Pine.•	parking	is	$3	per	person	$(6	max	per	car,)	or	free	with	your	america	the	nice	passage.	Bishop	is	located	west	of	the	inyo	and	white	mountains,	southeast	of	yosemite,	and	north-east	of	the	kings	canyon,	and	is	a	great	jump	point	for	travellers	to	explore	some	of	the	natural	wonders	of	this	area.	Bishop	is	the	largest	city	of	inyo	county.	its
picturesque	western	main	street	offers	some	low-key	hotels	and	restaurants	and	large	places	to	rent	equipment	for	a	variety	of	active	sports.	Additional	local	colors,	including	nightlife,	are	provided	by	the	paiute	and	shoshone	people,	who	have	a	great	reservation	nearby	and	operate	a	bishop's	casino.	With	an	altitude	of	just	over	4,000	feet,	bishop
does	not	cool,	or	anywhere	near	as	snowy,	as	near	mammoth	lakes,	which	is	twice	as	high	as	its	elevation.	However,	the	area	is	quite	remote,	so	it	is	better	to	be	prepared	for	emergencies.	carry	chains,	food	and	water	in	your	car,	and	do	not	pass	the	possibility	to	fill	the	gas	tank	on	the	road.	ancient	pine	forest	of	bristlecone.	©
Juliegrondin/Dreamstime.	ancient	pine	forestdirectly	east	of	the	bishop	near	the	border	of	the	nevada	is	still	another	wild	area	of	California.	little	visited	but	it	is	worth	a	trip	alone,	the	ancient	pine	forest	of	bristlecone	is	issection	of	the	national	forest	inyo	in	the	white	mountains	where	the	oldest	trees	in	the	world	reside.	Seplecone	pines	can	also	be
older	than	coastal	forests	and	sequoias.	the	most	famous	pine	of	seplecone,	methoelah,	at	the	age	of	about	4,750	years,	is	believed	to	be	1000	years	older	than	any	other	tree	in	the	world.	to	protect	the	tree,	the	forest	service	chose	not	to	mark	it	or	to	produce	maps	that	direct	people	to	it,	but	don’t	worry,	almost	all	the	trees	here	are	beautiful	to	see.
There	are	two	main	groves	of	trees	that	you	do	not	want	to	lose.	the	schulman	grove	is	where	you	will	find	the	bristlecone	pine	visitors	forest	center	(hwy.	168,	23	miles	east	of	big	pine,	760/873-2500,	10am-4pm	Fri.-Mon.	mid-May-be	nov.,	$3	pp	or	$6	per	car.)	the	second	grove,	12	miles	north	of	schulman	on	a	dirt	road,	is	the	patriarch	grove.	here
you	will	see	the	patriarch	tree,	which	is	the	largest	pine	in	the	world.	a	self-guided	natural	path	in	the	patriarchate	grove	allows	you	to	ocire	among	the	trees	and	learn	more	about	them.	Note	that	the	road	from	the	visitor	center	to	the	patriarch	grove	is	not	asphalted	and	can	be	defenseless	for	light	passenger	vehicles.	at	11,000	feet,	the	elevation	of
the	grove	can	also	be	difficult	for	visitors	with	health	problems.	three	hiking	trails	start	right	outside	the	bristlecone	pine	forest	visitors	center.	the	discovery	trail	is	an	easy	loop	of	a	miles	with	useful	signs	along	the	way.	the	methoelah	trail	is	a	ring	of	about	five	miles	which	is	also	easy.	Yes,	you	will	see	the	oldest	tree	in	the	world	if	you	take	this	walk
—you	will	not	know	exactly	which	tree	it	is.	his	secret	identity	is	protected,	but	you	can	have	fun	admiring	all	the	noble	champions	here	and	guessing	which	frozen	tree	is	older.	Finally,	the	mexican	mine	trail	is	an	out	and	back	excursion	of	about	five	miles	in	total	that	brings	over	some	buildingsabandoned	made	of	hard	setlecone	pine	wood,	of	course,
even	moreliving	trees.	You	can	get	to	the	Pine	Forest	of	Bristlecone	Antica	by	car	from	the	city	of	Bishop	in	about	an	hour.	Take	the	United	States	395	south	to	Big	Pine	and	turn	left	(east)	on	Highway	168.	Take	Highway	168	for	13	miles	to	White	Mountain	Road.	Turn	left	(north)	and	drive	10	miles	to	Schulman	Grove	visitor	centre.	Tourist	guide	No
big	announcement	has	been	made,	but	the	asphalted	road	in	the	White	Mountains	at	Schulman	Grove,	along	with	the	unpaved	section	that	leads	beyond	the	take-off	for	Patriarch	Grove	is	now	open.	These	are	the	two	main	groves	for	taking	in	the	Ancient	Pine	Forest	of	Bristlecone,	home	to	some	of	the	most	lush	and	photogenic	trees	that	you	can	ever
see.	If	this	is	not	quite	impressive,	it	is	also	where	you	can	find	the	oldest	tree	in	the	world,	along	with	many	of	his	older	brothers.	White	Mountain	Road	closes	seasonally	for	the	winter,	but	as	history	has	been	throughout	this	spring,	the	California	mountain	arteries	traditionally	see	a	May	or	June	opening	had	their	doors	unlocked	early.	John	Louth,
who	runs	the	pine	forest	at	29,000	acres,	calls	it	an	"exceptionally	early"	opening.	With	the	two	accessible	woods	and	Schulman	Grove	visitor	centre	opening	May	18,	here's	what	you	need	to	know:	Schulman	GroveThings	To	Do:	Walking	among	these	ancient	trees	and	taking	pictures	are	the	main	attraction	here,	and	there	are	three	paths	to	choose
from,	all	starting	to	parking	and	are	friendly	dogs.	If	you	have	not	acclimatized,	be	aware	of	your	ability	at	an	altitude	of	10,000	feet.	For	a	faster	look,	the	1-mile	Discovery	Trail	is	the	way	to	go.	But	don't	run:	Enjoy	the	nuances	of	the	trees,	use	the	benches	to	rest	and	relax,	and	take	the	time	to	read	the	interpretative	signs	as	you	walk	out	of	this
walk	understanding	a	lot	about	the	trees,	their	discovery	and	thethat	surrounds	you.	this	path	has	a	gain	of	about	300	feet	of	elevation	and	the	only	one	in	the	forest	clearly	marked	on	google	maps.	If	you	want	to	see	the	oldest	known	treeThe	world,	take	this.	but	two	things	to	know	before	you	go.	First,	the	path	of	methoelah	walk,	called	after	the
oldest	tree,	is	about	4.5	miles	with	an	elevation	gain	of	900	feet.	Secondly,	when	you	see	methoelah,	you	will	not	know	because	it	is	not	marked	for	reasons	not	only	vandalism	(obviously,)	but	also	attracting	too	many	people	near	or	on	it	roots,	which	could	threaten	its	health.	and	if	you	are	curious,	the	tree	is	estimated	at	4,743	years,	according	to
louth.	the	third	path	is	the	odd	duck	of	the	group.	It	is	a	path	of	about	5	miles,	for	an	old	mining	site	with	historic	cabins	built	with	pins	of	seplecone.	So,	it's	called	the	bristlecone	cabin	trail.	It's	a	path	there	and	back,	but	you	can	loop,	as	it	connects	to	the	metrohoelah	walk.	just	choose	your	poison:	a	way	brings	you	back	to	the	parking	lot	for	a	total
of	2	miles	of	trekking;	the	other	way	completes	most	of	the	path	for	a	total	of	5.5	miles.	How	to	get	there:	it	is	23	miles	from	the	small	town	of	inyo	county	of	big	pine.	from	united	states	395,	take	the	highway	168	east	13	miles	to	white	mountain	road.	Hang	on	the	left	(north)	on	white	mountain	road	for	another	10	miles	(make	sure	to	stop	at	the
amazing	observation	point	sierra	view	that	provides	a	wonderful	view	of	the	sierra	nevadas.)	both	roads	are	paved	and	very	curvy,	then	plan	ahead	for	at	least	45	minutes	driving	each	road.	Once	at	the	parking	lot,	there	is	a	fee.	a	tree	in	the	patriarch	grove.	|	foto:	chris	de	Rham/Flickr/	commonCreatives	licensepatriarch	grovethings	to	do:	like
schulman,	spending	time	with	trees	and	taking	photos	is	the	main	attraction,	but	without	a	large	parking	lot	or	visitor	center.	here	are	two	short	trails	for	dogs:	the	ancient	timberline	natural	path	of	.25	miles,	which	crosses	the	patriarch	tree	(the	oldest	pine	of	bristlecone	moreknown)	and	overseas	cottonwood	view	of	.5	miles.	since	this	grove	is	at
11,000	feet	tall	and	the	tree	line,	the	barren	landscape	gives	the	area	very	muchLook.	How	to	get	there:	It's	another	12	miles	beyond	Schulman	Grove,	but	the	road's	no	longer	paved.	Forest	service	does	not	recommend	"light	vehicles".	In	early	May	2013,	the	2-mile	road	from	White	Mountain	Road	(see	on	a	map)	was	still	blocked	by	snow.	It's	on	foot,
but	the	cars	will	have	to	be	parked	on	the	turnoff	until	the	snow	melts,	which	is	scheduled	for	half	a	month.	To	check	the	state,	call	Inyo	National	Forest	at	760-873-2500.	Like	SoCal	Wanderer	on	Facebook	and	follow	@SoCal_Wanderer	on	Twitter.	Twitter.
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